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Dear Admiral Hillehkoetter:

Thare was racently a flurry of comment in Wept Comnt newspepers
regarding Russisn penetration into the fisheries of the Waast Coest of
Latin America.

To the beat of this offiece's information this flurry wes set off,
not by any new information, but as the result of & succesaful attempt hy
Mr, Donald P, loker to draw 2 red herring acroass the path of an Interin
Comdttae of the Californin State Lepislature which was investigating
domestic aspeots of the Celifornie fishing industry,

Heverthsless, 4, loker received, and forwarded to thia offioce,
the enclozed letter fyrom Mr, Merkel indicpting & bong Lfide worry on his
pert that Russlanelloxioan fipshery nepgotintiona are in progress or in
prospect, In reeding this letter it should be Zept in nind thet Ceplain
Saldana may quite poapihly be playing on the fears of M. lerkel in
order to drive & sharper bargain,

On the other hand, it is kmown to Haval Intelligence that there
is a dintinct poaasibility thet Russian intellipence in the Latin Amerilcon
arca i3 belng forwarded by certain elements in the Arerican tuna fleet
who have mro-Russisn mympathies, in particular elements in the purse
geine fleet thet are of Yugoslavian origin.

This office would appreciste s report ont

(1) Vhether the suspiciona indicoted hy Mr. Merkel écuidher
Russian=tizdenn fishery negutiatiana have any beals 4*1 fact.

(2) Whether there are any similer negotintions between Russia
and any other wentern Latin Americen countrles elther in
progress or In progpect, -

\

Sinceraly yours, -

.

For the Searstary of States

Enclosmuret We ¥, Chapman

Fron Mr. Loker Speclal 2ssistant to the
Decanber 20, 1947 Under Seerctary
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